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and dissuade them from their evil design.   We must remember that we
have bound ourselves with the Government to do all this.

A PIECE OF NEWS

I have been informed that those who have already received new
registers will get their licences very soon. The persons concerned should
act immediately in the matter. Efforts are being made to see that licences
are issued to all traders, whether or not they hold registers. I hope to
have more news on the subject next week.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908

61.  MT EXPERIENCE IN GAOL[-I]i
Though the imprisonment that the Indian [satyagrahis] and I
suffered for a righteous cause was all too brief, I propose to describe my
gaol experiences in these columns,, having been asked to do so by a num-
ber of persons. Also, I think it may be useful to others* It is also
my belief that there are many [other] rights that the Indian commu-
nity is yet to win by courting imprisonment. It is therefore necessary
for everyone to have an idea of the hardships of gaol life. Often we
imagine hardships where in fact there are none. Clearly, nothing but
good can result from a knowledge of the true state of affairs.
After two [earlier] attempts by the Government to arrest and im-
prison me it happened at last at 2 p.m. on January 10. Before my col-
leagues and I received our sentences a telegram was received from
Pretoria, which reported that the Indians arrested there for not comply-
ing with the Act had received [sentences of] three months' hard labour
and fines in addition, with a further term of three months' hard labour
in default of payment. I was upset by the news, and asked the
Magistrate to give me the maximum penalty, but this was not done.2
And so we were all awarded two months' simple imprisonment each.
Messrs P. K. Naidoo, C. M. Pillay, Karwa, Easton and Fortoen were
my fellow-prisoners. The two last named are from China. After the
sentence I was detained for a few minutes in the Prisoners' Yard
behind the Court, Then I was secretly led to a cab. Many were the
thoughts that surged in my mind. Was I to be given a separate cell and
treated as a political prisoner? Was I to be isolated from my fellow-
prisoners? Was I to be taken out of Johannesburg? These were the
1 This and the subsequent articles in this series were published as "From
Mr. Gandhi''.
2 Vide "Trial at Johannesburg", pp. 36-8.